
Virginia Cooperative Extension is an educational 
outreach program of Virginia's land-grant 
universities: Virginia Tech and Virginia State 
University, and a part of the National Institute for 
Food and Agriculture, an agency of the United 
States Department of Agriculture.

● February 2nd: 4-H Volunteer 
Training

● February 16th: Playgroup with a 
twist starts

● February 18th: VT Youth Diary 
Day

● February 22rd: Virginia 
Turfgrass Council Conference

● February 23rd: Richmond Area 
Vegetable Producers Meeting

● March 17th: VT Youth Beef Field 
Day

Upcoming 
Events

VCE James City County Connection

February 2023

4-H Mission

If you are a person with a disability and desire assistance or accommodation, please notify James City County Cooperative 
Extension at 757-564-2170 or 800-822-1120 during the business hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

The mission of 4-H is to assist 
youth, and adults working with 
those youth, to gain additional 

knowledge, life skills, and 
attitudes that will further their 
development as self-directing, 
contributing, and productive 

members of society.

HEAD
HEART
HANDS
HEALTH

http://www.vt.edu/
http://www.vsu.edu/
http://www.vsu.edu/
http://nifa.usda.gov/
http://nifa.usda.gov/
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usdahome
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usdahome


Virginia Tech: 
Youth Events 

Agriculture and 
Natural Resources 

FIRST GRADERS HAVE FUN 
AT MATTEY'S GARDEN

BY TIFFENI GOESEL, PROJECT LEAD & 
MASTER GARDENER, CLASS OF 2018

Recently several Master Gardeners 
from the Mattey’s Garden team 

gathered with first graders indoors 
at the Matthew Whaley Elementary 
School to read Jake's Bird Feeder, 

by Barbara Kanninen. They 
followed Jake’s example and made 

feeders, but the class used 
cardboard rolls rather than pine 

cones coated in birdseed.



4-H 

Volunteer 
Positions 

Available for:
● In-School 

Programming 
● Cloverbud Group 

Leader 
(group for youth ages 
5-8)

● Club Leader 
(short or long term)

● General Program 
Support

To sign-up or learn 
more: contact 

nealcynw@vt.edu or 
757-564-2179

Who are Extension Master 
Gardeners?

Extension Master Gardeners are trained 
volunteer educators. They work within their 

local communities to encourage and 
promote environmentally sound horticulture 

practices through sustainable landscape 
management education and training.

As an educational outreach component of 
Virginia Cooperative Extension, the Master 
Gardener program brings the resources of 
Virginia’s land-grant universities – Virginia 
Tech and Virginia State University – to the 

people of the commonwealth.

https://ext.vt.edu/lawn-garden/master-gardener/ab
out.html 

Family and Consumer Science:

mailto:nealcynw@vt.edu
https://ext.vt.edu/lawn-garden/master-gardener/about.html
https://ext.vt.edu/lawn-garden/master-gardener/about.html


Connect With Us
757-564-2170

3127 Forge Road
Toano, Virginia 23168

james-city.ext.vt.edu

Agriculture and Natural Resources: fhobbs@vt.edu
4-H Youth Development: nealcynw@vt.edu
VCE Family Focus: bdarrow@vt.edu or spress@vt.edu
VCE Master Gardeners: jccwmg1@gmail.com 

JCC4HVA

JCCW Master
Gardeners

VCE Family 
Focus

VCE Family Focus

Agriculture and Natural 
Resources

We are a product of cooperation among local, 
state, and federal governments in partnership 

with tens of thousands of citizens, who, through 
local Extension Leadership Councils, help 

design, implement, and evaluate our 
needs-driven programs.

Healthy Family 
Playgroup

7 
Families

Learned about fruits, 
vegetables, and how to 
prepare healthy recipes. 

If you are a person with a disability and desire any assistive devices, services or other accommodations to participate in 
this activity, please contact Nealcyn Watkins at 757-564 2179 during business hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. to discuss 

accommodations 5 days prior to the event. *TDD number is (800) 828-1120.
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